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COURIER SENTINEL

Duane Schulze, Holcombe, waits for a plate of food
from Holcombe United Methodist members Mary
Paulsen and Bob Langland. Over 140 people were
served by 12:30 p.m. at the ninth annual swiss
steak dinner, which ended at 2 p.m. “The Packers
are doing well and we’re doing well,” said Jim
Beede, who handled ticket sales for the event.
(Photo by Monique Westaby)

Holcombe residents, Cliff Lyon, Karen Langland
and Liz Dempsey, test out the Holcombe United
Methodist Church’s swiss steak dinner Sunday,
Oct. 19. Langland helped cook the meal, which also
featured coleslaw, mashed potatoes and gravy. A
bake and craft sale was also held during the day.
(Photo by Monique Westaby)

AREA NEWS
Relax, enjoy and Feel the Sound of Sage
By Monique Westaby
“It is probably my biggest accomplishment to date.”
That’s what 15-year-old Sage Leary, of Holcombe, said
about his new record, Feel the Sound, released last month.
At 14, Sage wrote and recorded each of the nine songs on the
album.
“Over the past few years, we have watched Sage’s talent
and passion grow at an incredible rate,” said Mary, Sage’s
mom. “He has an intense desire to learn
everything he can about music genres, playing techniques and incorporate it all into his
own unique style.”
Sage’s journey began at age 10, when he
started playing his dad’s guitar. At 11, he
was given 10 guitar lessons at Morgan
Music from his aunt, Linda Hadjimarkos.
“He was showing some interest in playing a guitar at his house,” said Linda. “I was
living in the area and thought it would be a
nice way to spend some time with him.”
Each week Linda, who had lived near Milwauke prior,
would drive Sage to lessons in Eau Claire, a 120 mile round
trip.
“It was a nice way to connect,” said Linda. “And I got to
know him better through his music.”
He continued taking lessons the next three years but said
he “thought it would be cool” to have his own album. After
talking with his dad last winter, plans were set into motion
for the winter/spring of 2014.
“The time seemed right,” said Sage. “So I decided to make
the album the main project in my independent study class in
school.”
Sage’s dad, Mark, said listening to Sage play each day, he
knew his son was ready to record. “It was just a matter of
working out the details so the project could happen.”
Although the process began in January, with recording
dates set for May, Mark said
there were a lot of phases,
each with their own challenge.
“Sage and I have a strong
musical connection, and we
both wanted this album to
sound awesome irrespective
of his young age when
recording it,” said Mark.
“The process was a valuable
learning experience, and I
think the next time will be
easier in many respects.”
The “next time” isn’t too
far off, as Sage is already
halfway through material for
his second album, featuring
several tracks with vocals,
and an overall blues-rock
theme.
Feel the Sound, which is
entirely instrumental, also
features a blues-rock genre,
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but incorporates latin, funk and instrumental rock as well.
“Much of my music is either based upon personal experience or observing the natural world,” said Sage. “When people listen to my music, I hope they will feel a connection to
the things they like about life. I play my feelings and seek to
put positive emotion into my songs.”
His mom says the album is “masterful” as Sage conveys
his feelings into his songs. Her favorite is the final track on
the album, Phases of the Moon.
“Sage plays the moon – timeless, expansive, powerful,” said Mary. “His use of
delay gives the song an etheric quality that
makes me want to ponder the meaning of
life.”
Aside from recording a second album, and
keeping up his A+ average at eAchieve
Academy, Sage says he would like to play
at more live venues during high school and
college, then continue toward a career as a
professional recording artist and touring
musician.
“I want to play for a sea of people and inspire the world
with my music,” he said. “I want to make the world a better
place through my music.”
Linda, who had Sage play during cocktail hour at her
daughter’s wedding, said he’s not only good with music, but
also interacts well with all age groups.
“He received so much positive feedback from complete
strangers,” said Linda. “I’m thrilled for his success. He’s an
outstanding young man, I just hope he always looks inside
for his music.”
As a young artist, Sage says his parents have been his
biggest support, with help from his studio drummer, Mike
Malone, who worked as his private lesson instructor at Morgan Music.
“(Mike) taught me how to take my rough, dynamic song
ideas and turn them into finished products that studio musicians could play to,” said Sage.
Mike, who majored in music at UW-Eau Claire, and is currently on a performing contract in Europe, said he’s worked
on other collaborative albums and thought recording in a studio would be a good step for Sage.
“I thought it would be a good sort of ‘final project’ for Sage
to take what we were working on in our lessons, and record
the songs in a real studio,” said Mike. “Since the material
turned out so well, it was able to become an album.
“He has a lot going for him and he is only beginning his
musical journey. He has a bright future ahead of him.”
Feel the Sound, which earned its name because Sage said
he likes the idea of “feeling it” rather than “always thinking
about things,” is available through digital download or on
CD. Visit sageleary.com for more information on ordering,
or to see videos of live performances and hear samples from
the album.
As parents of an aspiring musician, Mark and Mary tell
other parents to encourage their children and to support their
ambitions without pushing them.
“If they really want to play, they’ll have to overcome
plenty of challenges that will require their own conviction to
continue,” said Sage’s parents. “Above all, believe in them.”

